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February 4th 

Family Movie Night 
Up 

Rated PG  
for some peril and action 

6:30 p.m. 
Gallery 

 
 

February 11th 
Chinese Children’s  

Dancers 
7:00 p.m. 
Gallery 

 
 

If you are looking for  
something to do on a 
Thursday evening, check out 
the Richland Public Library.  
Chances are you will find 
something fun going on!   
 

Some upcoming events 
 include: 

 
January 28th  

Family Movie Night 
Cloudy With a Chance 

of Meatballs 
Rated PG  

for brief mild language 
6:30 p.m. 
Gallery 

February 
18th 

Community 
Lecture  
Series 

 
Carl 

Maxey:  
Washington’s Fighter 

for Civil Rights 
A presentation by Jim 

Kershner 
7:00 p.m. 
Gallery 
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We have been in the “new” building now for almost six months.  As we look 
into 2010, we will be enjoying the new Friends book and retail space, the 
new coffee area, and increased programming.  
 

This will be the year to explore new partnerships within the community and to 
begin LAB, Life After Building. We are noting a steady 13% increase in circulation of materials 
as well as an increase in the number of library cards.  Please use the comment sheets at the 
Circulation Desk to let us know what you like and how you would like us to improve.   
 

Happy New Year. 
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Special Books for 
Special Days 

2-3 

Wilma’s Words 4 

Library Holds 5 

Ms. Tree’s Mystery 
Reviews 

6-7 

Dr. Lola’s  
Recycle Tips 

8-9 

Teen Librarian 10 
 

Knitting Anyone? 11 
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The Richland Public Library has 
been doing a booming business 
since it re-opened in the renovated 
and expanded library.   While  
staffing positions haven’t increased, 
all the other categories have  
increased by record numbers. 
 

Library checkouts have increased 
an average of 13% each month,  
patrons placing holds have  
increased an average of 18% each 
month and reference questions 
have increased a whopping 113% 
on average each month! 
 

Both Richland residents and non-
Richland residents are coming in  
to the vibrant new library to get a 
library card.  Richland residents  
getting a new card have increased 

96% on average each month, 
while non-residents getting a new 
card are up 117% for an average 
month. 
 

The Coffee Shop in the library 
lobby is now up and running.  
Buzzjoy Coffee is selling a variety 
of drinks. Stop by, purchase a 
latte, and read your book or even 
work on your laptop at one of the 
cozy tables in the lobby.   
 

The Friends of the Library retail 
area is now completed as well.   

The Friends sell assorted books, 
audio visual items, magazines 
and other goodies.  The sales of 
these items are what fund all the 
fun programs at the library – stop 
by and check it out! 



Martin Luther King Jr. Day is Monday,  
January 18th.  School is out but the library is 
open.  We have a large collection of books 
about Martin Luther King, Jr. including  
Martin Luther King, Jr. by Amy Paston  
(J 323.092 KING PASTAN ), My Brother, 
Martin by Christine King Farris (J 323.092 
KING FARRIS) and Martin’s Big Words by 
Doreen Rappaport (J 323.092 KIN RAP ).  
 

We also have the words to Dr. King’s  
famous speech of August 28, 1963 in book 
format, I Have a Dream by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. (J 305.896 KIN) lavishly illustrated 
by fifteen Coretta Scott King award and 
honor book artists.   
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Valentine’s Day is a fun holiday for all ages.  We 
have a collection of Valentine’s Day Story Books in 
the Holiday Section on the shelves under the  
windows by the puzzle tables so I will only highlight 
a few.  Henry and the Valentine Surprise  by 
Nancy Carlson (EH CARLSON), The Biggest  
Valentine Ever by Steven Kroll (EH KROLL ),  
and Queen of Hearts by Mary Engelbreit (EH 
ENGELBRE) are just a few.  Look for these and 
many other Valentine story books in the Holiday 
Books section.  Each Valentine’s Day story has a 
sticker on the spine for easy identification. 
 

Look for heartfelt crafts in Valentine’s Day Crafts 
by Arlene Erlbach (J 745.5941 ERLBACH ), All-
New Crafts for Valentine’s Day by Kathy Ross (J 
745.5941 ROS), 175 Easy-to-do Valentine Crafts  
(J 745.594 ONE) and more.  Inspiration for making 
your own cards can be found in Make Your Own 
Cool Cards  by Peg Blanchette (J 745.5941 
BLANCHET ), Making Origami Cards Step by 
Step by Michael LaFosse (J 736.982 LAFOSSE ) 
and Make Cards! By Kim Solga (J 745.5941 SOL).    
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Special Occasions can be the starting point for fun kids’ activities.  We have the books to support 
your exploration into holidays, whether you are looking for stories, non-fiction or craft books.  Here 
are some highlights of our collection that might help you choose the right book for your child.   
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Chinese New Year, the beginning of the 
year of the Tiger, is also celebrated  
February 14th, 2010.  Informational books at 
a child’s level include D Is for Dragon 
Dance by Ying Chang Compenstine (EC 
COMPENST) shelved with the concept 
books, My First Chinese New Year by 
Karen Katz (E KATZ), Happy, Happy  
Chinese New Year  by Demi (J 394.261 
DEMI) and Celebrating Chinese New 
Year by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith (J 394.261 
HOY).  There are also some story books 
available including The Runaway Rice 
Cake by Ying Chang Compenstine (E 
COM), Sam and the Lucky Money by 
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Karin Chinn (E CHI) and The Dragon New Year: a 
Chinese Legend by Dave Bouchard (E BOU).   
 

For crafts and activities for kids to make, try  
Chinese New Year Crafts  by Karen Bledsoe  
(J 745.5941 BLEDSOE ).  You may also want to 
check out a cookbook and try a Chinese recipe 
with kids:  Cooking the Chinese Way by Ling Yu  
(J 641.5951 YU) or The Young Chef’s Chinese 
Cookbook (J 641.5951 LEE).   

Are you a new knitter? Want to 
become a better knitter? 
Desert Fiber Arts and the  
Richland Public Library are 
sponsoring a knitting group. 
 

Try the New Knitters Group; the 
next meeting will be Tuesday 
February 16, 2010 at 6:00pm in 
the Conference Room.  Bring 
your yarn and needles! 
 

The New Knitters Group will be 
a self guided, independent 
learning journey into knitting.  
Each month we will work on a 

particular knitting technique 
and its variations.  Patterns 
will be small projects; 
scarves, hats and squares.  
 

At the same time the library 
will start a Knit Lit book 
group as part of the Adult 
Reading Program.  At the 
first meeting we will set up 
the organization for our book 
group and plan a reading 
schedule, so please come 
with some suggested titles 
for the group.  Do we want all 
our books to center around 

knitting, or shall we just plan 
for a good read?  We hope 
you’ll join us for a fun  
evening! 
 
For more information call 
942-7408 
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In 2010 the Richland  

Library is adding several new 
magazine subscriptions for 
children, teens, and adults.   

For children:    
· Faces: People, Places & 

Culture   
 

· Kahani: a South Asian 
Literary Magazine for 
Children  

 

· Kiki 
 

· Know: the Science  
Magazine for Curious 
Kids  

 

· National Geographic   
Little Kids  

 

· Yes Magazine: the      
Science Magazine for 
Adventurous Minds  

 

· Zoobooks 
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For youth and teens:   
· American Cheerleader  
 

· Boy’s Quest 
 

· Explore: Canada’s    
Outdoor Adventure 
Magazine 

 

· Girls’ Life 
 

· J-14 Magazine 
 

· Magnet 
 

· PC Gamer 
 

· Twist 
 

· Walrus 
 

 

For adults:  
· American Baby 
 

· ATV Rider 
 

· Conde Nast Traveler 
 

· Fine Gardening 
 

· Guideposts 
 

· Outside 
 

· PC World 
 

· Sail Magazine 



Since he was hired in September 2008, 
Gavin Lightfoot has been passionate about 
teens and how the Richland Library can  
better serve them.  His goal is “to have the 
best teen program in the world”.  Gavin is 
well on his way to achieving that goal.  The 
recent teen summer reading program, 
“Express Yourself @ Your Library”, was 
highly successful with many fun programs 
and activities for the teens to enjoy.  He  
also spearheaded a contest to create a teen 
library card, which will be released in the 
near future.  Gavin’s current focus is to  
create a teen advisory group, TAG.  This 
group will promote and co-host teen  
programs, provide input and feedback, help 
create the Teen Web page, review books  
at meetings, offer suggestions for teen  
collection purchases, and much more. 
 

Word of mouth, texting, and online  
communication are the most important ways 
to let teens know what is going at the library. 
Gavin plans to create a library presence for 
teens on Facebook in 2010.  He is also  
going out in the community to spread the 
word about his passion and about the  
inviting teen space at the newly remodeled 
and expanded Richland Library.  Gavin has 

recently been interviewed for the Richland High 
Newspaper, the “Sandstorm”, KONA radio, and 
Tri Tech’s 88.1 FM.  Collaboration is also impor-
tant to the success of his goals.  He has already 
coordinated one teen program with  
Adventures Underground in the Uptown Plaza 
and plans to continue this partnership.  Gavin 
would also like to work closely with the area  
middle and high schools by meeting regularly 
with the school librarians. 
 

In 2010 Gavin would like to develop a strategic 
plan that includes teen advocacy, promoting 
teen programming to the community, and  
garnering public support.  He would like to hire 
guest authors, artists, and musicians for teens 
and also plans to partner with local organizations 
to create regular opportunities for “showcasing” 
the creative talents and abilities of local teens.  
In closing, Gavin knows that in order to  
accomplish these goals, it is imperative for teens 
themselves to give input and be constantly  
involved in expanding their place in the  
community. 
 

For information about the library’s teen services, 
contact Gavin Lightfoot: Phone (509)942-7680, 
Email glightfoot@richland.lib.wa.us       
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Think spring!  Join the Master Gardeners of Benton-Franklin County  

in a new study group for planning your garden.   
 

Buying and starting seeds for the vegetable garden  
will be covered on  

Thursday, January 28 at 7 P.M.,  
Conference Room, Side B�

 
 

and flowers on Thursday, February 25 at 7 P.M.   
Bring your favorite seed catalog.  

Conference Room, Side B�

Presidents’ Day is celebrated Monday, February 15th, the Monday between Abraham Lincoln’s 
birthday (the 12th) and George Washington’s birthday (the 22nd).  We have a book Presidents’ 
Day by Anne Rockwell (E ROCKWELL ) and Patriotic Holidays by Cass Sandak (J 394.2684 
SANDAK ).  We also have several biographies for younger readers of both George Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln.  Look for George Washington by Lenny Hort (J 973.4109 WASHINGT 
HORT), When Washington Crossed the Deleware by Lynne Cheney (J 973.332 WASHINGT 
CHENEY) and George Washington’s Teeth by Deborah Chandra (J 973.4109 WASHINGT 
CHANDRA) among many others.   
 

There is also a big selection of books about Abraham Lincoln including The Lincolns: A  
Scrapbook Look at Abraham & Mary by Candace Fleming (J 973.7092 LINCOLN FLEMING ), 
Don’t Know Much about Abraham Lincoln  by Kenneth C. Davis (J 973.7092 LINCOLN 
DAVIS) and a collection of pictures that helped make Lincoln famous in Picturing Lincoln by 
George Sullivan (J 973.7092 LIN SUL ).   
 

The Picture Book Biography series by David Adler includes several biographies of presidents  
including A Picture Book of Dwight David Eisenhower (J 973.921 EIS ADL ); John F.  
Kennedy (J 973.922 KEN ADL ); Thomas Jefferson (J 973.4609 JEF ADL ); Abraham Lincoln 
(J 973.7092 LIN ADL ); and George Washington (J 973.4109 WAS ADL ).  Mike Venezia has a 
nearly comprehensive collection of biographies of the presidents which can be found in the  
catalog under the series title “Getting to Know the U.S. Presidents.”  Kids like the cartoons that 
are interspersed throughout.  Both of these series provide a good introduction to famous figures 
for younger readers or listeners.   
  

We also have a book of patriotic crafts for kids, Star-Spangled Crafts by Kathy Ross (J 745.5 
ROSS) which includes a Flag Mosaic, American Eagle Magnet and Patriotic Puppets.   
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The Jewish holiday Purim is celebrated Sunday, 
February 28th through Monday, March 1st this 
year.  We have an informational book, Purim  by 
Carmen Bredeson (J 296.436 BREDESON) as 
well as Queen Esther Saves Her People by 
Rita Golden Gelman (J 222.9095 GEL).  There 
are also some stories and folktales including 
Raisel’s Riddle by Erica Silverman (J 398.2089 
SIL) which is a Jewish Cinderella story in which 
the poor girl meets her prince at the Purim ball, 
and Cakes and Miracles by Barbara Diamond 
Goldin (E GOL).  There are also some craft 
books that include a few crafts for Purim:  The 
Jewish Holiday Craft Book  by Kathy Ross  
(J 296.43 ROS), Jewish Holiday Crafts for Lit-
tle Hands  by Ruth Esrig Brinn (J 296.43 BRI) 
and Jewish Holiday Fun by Judith Hoffman 
Corwin (J 296.43 COR).  The Jewish Festivals 
  

Cookbook  by Ronne Randall (J 641.5676 
RANDALL ) does not include a recipe  
specifically for Purim, but you might find  
something interesting to try.   
 

Whatever holidays you are celebrating with 
children this winter, please stop by the library 
and see what we have to offer to make it a fun 
day.   
 
To place a hold on any of these books, go to 
the library website at www.richland.lib.wa.us 
and click on Catalog on the left hand side.   



“He Reads” “She Reads” which features genre fiction reviews by Kate Mediatore and David 
Wright, is one of my favorite columns in “Booklist Magazine.”  
 
Here is my personal version of that column listing what my husband and I consider some of the 
outstanding books that we read in 2009. 
 
He Read: 
Masters and Commanders: How Four Titans Won the War  in the West, 1941-1945    
by Andrew Roberts. 
 

No Less Than Victory:  A Novel of World War II by Jeff Shaara. 
 

Bridge of Sighs by Olen Steinhauer.  A mystery set in Eastern Europe. 
 

Rain Gods by James Lee Burke.  This mystery features a new character for Burke, Texas    
Sheriff Hackberry Holland. 
 

Agincourt  by Bernard Cornwell.  Fictional account of this 1415 battle. 
Jesus Interrupted by Bart Ehrman.  Considers contradictions found in the Bible 
 
She Read: 
Tears of the Desert:  A Memoir of Survival in Darfu r by Halima Bashir. 
 

Road from Coorain by Jill Ker Conway.   
An account of her life in Australia to Smith College. 
 

Prayers for Sale by Sandra Dallas.  Fictional account of 1930’s in Colorado mining country.  
Pair this with Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner. 
 

Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum.   
Fiction of how the Germans treated in Jews who were their neighbors. 
 

Half-Broke Horses:  A True Life Novel by Jeannettte Walls.   
Memoir of her grandmother’s life in Arizona. 
 
Both Read: 
Hands of My Father:  A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parent s, and the Language of Love  
by Myron Uhlberg.  
 

Mean and Lowly Things:  Snakes, Science, and Surviv al in the Congo by Kate Jackson. 
 

Five Skies by Ron Carlson.   
Male friendship and teamwork in Southern Idaho. 
 

Dreamers of the Day by Mary Doria Russell.  
1914-1923 fictionalized history of the Middle East.  
 

If you’re like me you are always looking for reading recommendations.   
We hope you will like ours. 
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���	�	 Now, cut a piece of contact paper the same size as your backing.  Peel away the 
backing paper of the contact sheet and carefully place it over your card design, 
aligning the edges as well as you can, and smoothing out any bubbles.  Trim ½” off the placemat all 
around.  Done! 
>How about making some decorations with your cards and paper?  It is easy peazy!  

 

 

 

 

 

Using the stencil, cut out circles from the cards or paper. Fold each circle in half with the picture inside.  
Apply some glue to one half of a circle, on the plain side. Press it to another plain circle half, lining up the 
edges evenly. Hold the cards together with a clothes pin until the glue dries. 

Cut an 8” length of string, fold it in half, and place the ends in the crease between the two card circles, on 
the exposed plain side. Attach the string ends (about 1”) to the card with a bit of tape. Apply some glue to 
one of the plain circle halves, and press a third circle to it. Hold it in place with a clothespin to dry.  Con-
tinue adding card circles by gluing the halves together; 6 circles make a nice ornament. The final circle 
will need to be glued on both plain halves.  You can decorate the decorations with glitter, or use even 
more circles for a different look. If you apply this technique to shapes such as squares or stars, you can 
also make free-standing decorations.  

>Now for the final card reuse idea.  It is a bit more involved but not terribly complicated. 

Use the back page of 2 holiday cards to make a circle template and a triangle template.  Make sure your 
triangle fits inside your circle template and, most important, your triangle must be equilateral.  Cut the 
face page from the cards and use your circle template to trace 20 circles on the blank side of the face 
cards. Cut the circles out then trace the triangle shape inside each of them. Fold up the sides of the trian-
gles. The top and bottom parts of the decoration are formed by gluing five triangle shapes together. The 
center section is formed by gluing 10 triangle shapes in a line. Sometimes there is a small hole at the 
center of the top and bottom sections; this is normal. You may use the hole in the top section to secure a 
cord or ribbon. Just loop the cord to suitable length and knot the ends. Feed the loop through the top 
hole and pull through, securing the knot on the inside with a dab of glue.  
Once your sections are dry and holding together securely, continue construction by gluing both ends of 
the center section together in a circular band.  Apply glue to each outside tab of the top section and place 
on top of the center band, aligning all the tabs. It will not be an exact fit. Pinch together two sets of tabs 
until the tacky glue holds, then do another pair, until all the tabs are holding. Allow this to dry before do-
ing the same with the bottom section.  Ta da! 

greeting cards 
round stencil 
pen or pencil 
scissors 
sting or yarn 
tape 
glue stick 
clothes pins or paper clips�

� �

pretty paper (cards, wrapping, 
construction) 
pencil 
scissors 
glue stick 
cord or ribbon 
round template (2-3” diameter)�
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Dear Gentle Readers, 

We do not need to look at a calendar to know it is winter because it is cold cold cold outside.  
Mama is bundled up in two pairs of socks, leggings, and a sweatshirt and she is eyeing my blan-
ket.  (I adore my mama but taking my blanket is a hiss-able offence.)  To stay warm, she has 
many inside activities planned (not the least of which is weaving on the new loom in our living 
room) including what to do with the pretty holiday cards she receives and the wrapping that is too 
nice to toss in the recycle bin.  So, we discussed what to do and below are some of our ideas. 

Stay well – cough/sneeze into your elbow, wash your hands often – and indulge your inner child.  
When was the last time you blew bubbles?  Floated a boat in the bathtub?  Made a snow angel?  
Stomped in a puddle?  Buy some bubblegum and teach a child how to blow bubbles.  Find the 
joy in life. 

Till next time, dear ones, 

Dr. Lola 

>The easiest way to reuse cards is by transforming them into postcards.  Cut the back page off 
and use the face page for your postcard if it is blank on the opposite side.  If it is not blank, use a 
glue stick and paper cut to the same size to cover the back.  Voila, an inexpensive postcard. 

>The face page of your cards can also be used to make new greeting cards.  Adhere the page to 
cardstock and use as is or pull out the glue, glitter, Sharpies™, buttons, brads, and grommets 

and embellish away. 
>Your cards and wrapping paper can be used to make placemats.  

cards, wrapping paper 
clear contact paper or self-adhesive plastic film 
circle template (or your favorite shapes) 
pencil 
scissors  
glue stick 

backing paper  

Trace 4” – 6” circles around key areas of your cards, centering the 
designs.  Cut out the circles.  For the backing, cut a piece of clear 
contact paper, wrapping paper, card stock, or paper bag in a rectan-
gle that is approximately 20” x 26”.  If using contact paper, peel away 
the backing and lay it on the table, sticky side up. If the paper curls 
up at the sides, find something to weigh it down at the corners. Ar-
range the circles on the table. You can use a layout like the one 

shown, a pyramid (like the triangle shape of a Christmas tree), or maybe a wreath design.  Once 
you have a design that you like, begin placing the circles on the backing sheet. If you're using 
wrapping paper or card stock, swipe a glue stick across the back of each circle, just to hold it still 
until the top contact paper is in place.   
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The Richland Public Library staff will be 
searching for the material patrons place on 
“HOLD” once  a day, Monday through Friday, 
beginning Monday, January 4, 2010.   
 
This is a change from twice  a day  
because of the volume of HOLDs and the in-
crease of library material to be processed.  
The staff will continue to notify patrons by 
email or by phone when their item is ready to 
be picked up.  The “HOLDs” are placed on 
the shelves to the right of the Check Out 
Desk under the first four letters of the pa-
tron’s last name and the first three letters of 
their first name.   
 
Just placing a hold on an “on shelf” item will 
not ensure you get your hold.  If you really 
need your material ASAP, please call the 
Reference Desk at 942-7457 and they will be 
happy to offer assistance. 
 
All interlibrary loans are shelved  
behind the Check Out Desk for pick up.   
 
A patron can place a “HOLD” on an item 
which is checked out to another patron and 
their name is placed in a queue for the item.  
Patrons can place library material on “HOLD” 
through the online catalog either remotely or 
in the library by locating the item in the cata-
log, clicking on “Place Hold”, entering their 
library barcode number and PIN number, and 
clicking “OK”.  
 

The library’s online catalog is available at the 
library website, wwwrichland.lib.wa.us.     
 
Just a reminder, if you place a hold on an item, 
please have the courtesy to pick it up or call and 
cancel the hold once you are notified of its  
availability,  Often times there is a very long 
waiting list on certain titles and if you don’t notify 
us that you already read or bought the item, the 
next person has to wait a week for a hold that 
you don’t need. 
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It’s a New Year!  Time to take all those resolutions and 
throw each and every one out the door – the only  
important resolution is to read more books from the 
Richland Public Library. 
 

And to get you started, here are some books that are 
scheduled to be published in January.  Lori Armstrong’s 
No Mercy , M.C. Beaton’s Death of a Valentine , Allison 
Brennan’s Original Sin , Blaize Clement’s Raining Cat 
Sitters and Dogs , Robert Crais’ The First Rule , Shirley 
Damsgaard’s The Seventh Witch , Parnell Hall’s The 
Puzzle Lady vs. the Soduku Lady , Joan Hess’ Merry 
Wives of Maggody , Julie Hyzy’s Eggsecutive Orders , 
John Lescroart’s Treasure Island , Tamar Myers’ Better 
Off Dead , Ian Rankin’s Doors Open , and Lauren  
Willig’s The Betrayal of the Blood Lily . 
 

February publications might include Nancy Atherton’s 
Aunt Dimity Down Under , Sandi Ault’s Wild Penance , 
Alex Berenson’s The Midnight House , Kate Collins’ 
Sleeping with Anemone , Julie Compton’s Rescuing 
Olivia , P.C. Doherty’s The Spies of Sobeck , Michael 
Kurland’s Sherlock Holmes the American Years ,  
Sandra Parshall’s Broken Places , Misa Ramirez’s 
Hasta La Vista, Lola! , Dana Stabenow’s A Night Too 
Dark, and Kelli Stanley’s City of Dragons . 
 

As always, things will most likely change – if you want 
one of these books, put in a recommendation for  
purchase, and we’ll see what we can do. 
 

Village of the Ghost Bears  
by Stan Jones 
 

Nathan Active is a State Trooper based (for now) in the 
small town of Chuckchi, Alaska.  Chuckchi is actually 
where Nathan was born, but he was adopted when he 
was very young and raised in Anchorage.  Because of 
where he was raised, and due to some mixed blood in 
his heritage, the Inupiat residents consider Nathan more 
white than native.    
 
While camping with his girlfriend at a remote lake,  
Nathan discovers the body of a hunter in the water.  All 
identification is gone, and thanks to the local wildlife, 
facial recognition just isn’t going to happen. When the 
pilot comes back to pick them up, Nathan learns that the 
local recreation center was torched and eight people 
were killed in the blaze, including Nathan’s friend, the 
Chief of Police.  If Nathan is going to solve both cases, 
he must figure out how or if they have a connection – 
and whether or not the connections have anything to do 
with the polar bear poaching that’s heating up. 
 
 

This is the fourth book in this excellent series and the best 
one so far.  Stan Jones is a native of Alaska, and was a 
bush pilot at one time.  Now, he is the Director of External 
Affairs for the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory council.  Rest assured, he writes about things he 
knows!  Alaska in these books is not just a setting, but  
another character, a stark silent sentinel that watches  
over everyone in the story.  His descriptions are  
breathtaking, and just fuel my determination to spend  
time in the Gates of the Arctic National Park.  All the  
characterizations are first rate, with Nathan fast becoming 
one of my favorite detectives.   
 
A lot of comparison will be made to Dana Stabenow, due 
to the Alaskan settings, but I don’t see many similarities 
besides the obvious, and that’s actually a good thing.  
Dana Stabenow is a superb author with an intimate  
knowledge of Alaska.  Stan Johnson is equally as talented 
an author, but he has his own viewpoint and his own 
voice, and that voice is quite enjoyable on its own.  
 

Burn Me Deadly   by Alex Bledsoe 
 
Eddie LaCrosse is a sword jockey in the grungy town of 
Neceda.  On his way back home from a job, Eddie almost 
runs over a nearly naked and severely injured blonde.  
Putting aside his common sense, Eddie agrees to help 
Laura Lesperitt, but they are soon captured by bandits 
who torture both and leave them for dead.  But Eddie’s not 
quite dead yet, and thanks to a passing by farmer, finds 
himself in the Moon Goddess hospital a week later, with 
his worried girlfriend by his side.  
 
Despite the injuries, Eddie is determined to find the  
killers and deposit a bit of karma back into their accounts, 
but soon discovers that it’s not as easy as he thinks.  
Whatever secret Laura was hiding was a big one, and 
soon Eddie finds himself caught between a notorious 
crime lord, a dragon worshipping priest and a kings’  
magistrate – all looking for an elusive dragon.  But that’s 
silly; dragons don’t exist… or do they? 
 
This is the second in the excellent Eddie Lacrosse hard 
boiled high fantasy series, and I must say I just loved both 
of them.  Bledsoe manages to take what is great about the 
fantasy sword and sorcery genre, and the noir mystery 
genre and roll them into one incredible novel.  The plot 
takes off from the beginning and never lets up, with action 
and adventure in bountiful measures.  The universe Eddie  
inhabits is beautifully created, with a complete history and 
mythology of its own.  There’s nothing more unsatisfying 
then to start a fantasy novel and realize that the universe it 
is set in just doesn’t make sense!    If you enjoy the Simon 
Green series, you will fall in love with these books for sure. 
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Living the Vida Lola by Misa Ramirez 
 
Dolores “Lola” Falc� n Cruz is a Sacramento PI  
investigating the disappearance of Emily Diggs.   
Emily never picked up her son from school, and from 
everything Lola can determine, that’s just not like Emily.  
When a boater discovers Emily’s body near the River-
bank Marina, Lola’s focus shifts from where to who and 
why.  Who killed Emily and why.  Along the way, Lola is 
helped by her brother’s best friend (and her long-
standing crush) Sacramento Bee reporter Jack  
Callaghan.  It seems Emily talked to Jack recently about 
the death of her older son; a death that Emily insisted 
was caused by an infection from an unsafe tattoo.  With 
the tattoo as her jumping off point, Lola is determined to 
leave no stone unturned, and no tattoo parlor unchecked 
as she doggedly pursues a killer. 
 
Fun, frothy, and quite well written, this is the first in  
an anticipated series from Misa Ramirez.  Lola is an  
entertaining character who balances the demands of a 
bossy, inquisitive family with the dangers of her chosen 
profession with aplomb.  The only thing that seems to 
fluster her is a close proximity to Jack Callaghan!   
Ramirez keeps the plot moving along with plenty of  
action and sizzle, and the humor is a perfect garnish to 
this entertaining mystery.  A great way to escape the 
winter doldrums! 
�

Devlin Diary by Christi Phillips 
 
In the first book from Phillips (2007’s The Rossetti  
Letter ), Clare Donovan investigated intrigue and murder 
in 17th century Venice, along with Cambridge Fellow  
Andrew Kent.  Now, with her dissertation completed,  
Andrew has managed to get her on at Cambridge’s  
Trinity College as a guest lecturer.  But things aren’t  
going quite how Clare pictured it.  Andrew is very distant 
with her, and basically leaves her on her own to cope 
with her fellow professors – a backstabbing and  
conniving group that firmly believes in the axiom “Publish 
or Perish”.  When one of the most conniving of the 
bunch, Professor Derek Goodman, is murdered  
suspicion falls on Clare.  After all, she claimed that 
Goodman stole her research into a coded diary written in 
the 1600’s by physician Hannah Devlin.  But Clare is not 
the only person on staff that Goodman betrayed, and 
soon Clare and Andrew are working together again to 
unravel two mysteries set four centuries apart. 
 
Just like her previous book, Phillips moves seamlessly 
between the action in 1672 where Hannah is  
investigating the murder of Princess Henriette-Anne,  
and the current day where Clare and Andrew are  
investigating the murder of Derek Goodman.  Both  

mysteries are quite gripping, and 
I found myself unable to put the book down until I was  
finished.  Both Clare and Hannah are intelligent and 
sharp heroines who don’t let anyone get in their way, but 
still manage to be very sympathetic and easy to like.  
Phillips has a way with the historical details, and her deft 
touch with the characters makes for a compelling read. 
The only other author I’ve read who is as good as  
Phillips about combining mysteries in two time periods is 
Lauren Willig, and if you like her novels, you are sure to 
like these. 
 
 
 

Stan Jones 
White Sky, Black Ice  
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